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A municipality is a geographic area under the 
jurisdiction of a local government established 
through provincial (and territorial) legislation. 



A municipality is a geographic area under the 
jurisdiction of a local government established 
through provincial (and territorial) legislation. 

In PEI, there are 3 types of municipalities: 
- cities, 
- towns, and
- rural municipalities

Unincorporated Areas 
(aka. not a municipality)

Municipalities



Nova Scotia is 55,284 km2.
They has 50 municipalities, 

covering 99.8% of the land area.

PEI is 5,660 km2.
We have 63 municipalities, 

covering only 34% of the land area.



Because municipalities provide services to 
communities:

- Geographic communities



Because municipalities provides services 
to communities:

- Geographic communities… and

- Social and cultural communities
- Economic resource communities
- Recreational communities
- Environmental organizations

and more…



















Example

A local need:  “I have no where to live”

Council policy:  The municipality will support 
residents, at different stages in their lives, by 
supporting the development of different 
types of housing.

Plan Action: The municipality will adopt 
bylaw regulations that support the 
development of mixed housing types 
including secondary suites in new and 
existing neighbourhoods.



Implementing Official Plan Policies

Consider… when was the last time you 
reread your Official Plan policies before 
setting out your annual budget??? 



Charlottetown Heritage Preservation Bylaw



Shoreline community at risk from coastal erosion



Charlottetown waterfront redevelopment. CADC (1990s)



Note – future development can take many different forms, 
but it should reflect the goals and priorities as outlined in 
your Official Plan.





* Note that Planning Bylaws should not regulate WHO can build, WHO can live somewhere, or WHO can operate a 
business… decisions based on ‘who’ submits the application are discriminatory.



Common zones include:
Residential Industrial Conservation
Commercial Open Space/Parks
Institutional Agricultural











1. User-friendly – an organized document, written in plain language and with no hidden ‘fine print’; 

2. Clear – permissive (explains exactly what someone can do as-of-right with their property); 

3. Consistent – with provincial legislation, across communities within the same municipality, and 

between properties in the same zone.

4. Fair – land use planning regulates what, where and how, but not who.

5. Efficient – eliminate arbitrary and unnecessary application review processes that delay decision 

making on what should be ‘as-of-right’ development
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